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Study Questions on Plato’s Republic



Study Questions on Plato, Republic, 

(page numbers or reference may not match all copies of book)
Book 2

On the nature of Justice and its relation to Happiness according to Glaucon
1. What do “they” say is naturally good and naturally bad"? (358e)
2. What do people decide is the most "profitable" course? Why? (358e-359a)
3. What is the origin of justice (dikaiosynê)? (359a)
4. What wouldn’t a “true man” do? (359b) See also 360c5.
5. How does the story of the Lydian shepherd illustrate Glaucon's point? (359c9-460b2)
Book 4

The Definitions of the Civic Virtues, the Soul’s Parts,  
and the Definitions of the Soul’s Virtues;  providing
a response to Glaucon’s Challenge, RAGP 464-480

1. What makes the ideal city wise? (428a11-429a2; esp. 428e6- 429a2)

2. What makes the ideal city courageous? (429b8-c2 and elaboration down to 430c1)

3. What makes the ideal city moderate? (430e3-432a6, esp. the last eight lines)

4. What are the conversation partners discussing at the beginning of the passage at 436a-c?
5. What lesson does Socrates draw from the study of the example of the spinning top (436c-e)? 6. Why is this principle (436e-437a) important for Plato's theory of the soul? (439b, d)

437d-438d develops the point that every mental state is defined in part by its correlated object, e.g., thirst is of drink, medical knowledge is of medical issues, such as health and disease.
7. How can one person be many? (439c-d) 

8. Is the “spirit” (sometimes "spirited part”) included in the appetite (“appetitive part”)? What evidence is given? 
9. What grounds are there for distinguishing it from the rational part? (439e-441c)

10. When is a person wise? (442c4-7)?

courageous? (442b9-c2) 

moderate? (442c9-d1), 

just? (443c8-444a2). 

Sometimes translators use “brave” instead of “courageous” and “temperate” instead of “moderate.”

.

Republic Books 5-7 (parts), RAGP 475-545

The Nature of Wisdom, What Knowledge is About, The Path to Wisdom

1. How does Socrates distinguish philosopher or lover of wisdom from "one who’s choosy about what he learns"? (475b-c) 

how is the philosopher like lovers of sights? (e) how unlike? (476b) 

2. How does ignorance differ from opinion? (478c) 
In what field does Plato place the things opinion relates to (the objects of opinion)? (478d-479c) 
Does he include among these things popular conventions about "beauty and the others"? (479d) 
Go to RAGP p. 536 for the passages addressed by the following question.
3. What point is being made at 507b2-7? (This is one of the most central doctrines of Plato's philosophy.) 
Relate to the distinction between visibility and intelligibility. (507b9-10) 

4. What is it that links what can be seen and the sense of sight? (507e-508a) What (visible) god is the cause of vision? (508a-b) (Incidentally, why do you think Plato regards this entity as a god?) 

5. State the analogy that relates the Sun, visible things, and sight to the good, understanding, and intelligible things? (508b-c) 

6. How is the soul like an eye? (508d) (This is one of the early sources for the notion of "seeing" something with the "mind's eye." Rationalist thinkers like Plato regard the mind or intellect as the most important of the soul’s powers.) 

7. What does the form of the good give to the things known? (508d) 

8. What does Socrates say about the good at 508e1-2? at 509a2-3? at 509b8?  
Book 9, RAGP, 611-615

Republic IX 588b-590d

Essay Option 1:

 Write a paragraph discussing the connections between the following pairs of opposites: dreaming & being awake; knowledge & opinion; reality and what is intermediate between being and not-being (476c-477e, 480a).  How do the ideas of the authors compare to your own?

Essay Option 2:  

When, according to Plato, might slavery be the best thing for a particular kind of person?  (390c-d) (What does this passage tell us about the attitude of Plato and his friends toward manual laborers?) After answering the previous, write the rest of your essay as a response to Plato and his associates.
