Formula Writing
A basic five paragraph essay should contain these elements:

(this formula may be adapted to write longer or shorter essays)

Paragraph 1

Introductory Paragraph





Clearly states topic and gets the reader’s attention – Thesis 




Briefly state idea 1





Briefly state idea 2





Briefly state idea 3






(state additional ideas as needed)





Transitional sentence to the second paragraph (idea one)

Paragraph 2

Idea One Paragraph





Open with an introductory, transitional statement for this idea






Statement One







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Two







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Three







Extension







Elaborate






(State additional information as needed)





Transitional sentence to the next paragraph (idea two)

Paragraph 3

Idea Two Paragraph





Open with an introductory, transitional statement for this idea






Statement One







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Two







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Three







Extension







Elaborate





(State additional information as needed)





Transitional sentence to the next paragraph (idea three)

Paragraph 4

Idea Three Paragraph





Open with an introductory, transitional statement for this idea






Statement One







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Two







Extension







Elaborate






Statement Three







Extension







Elaborate





(State additional information as needed)





Transitional sentence to the next paragraph (conclusion, unless the 







essay covers more than three ideas)

Paragraph 5

Conclusion Paragraph





Transitional statement for the closing of the essay





Restate (reword) original opening





Review idea 1





Review idea 2





Review idea 3






(review additional ideas as needed)





Give final ‘proof’ or statement




(never introduce or talk about anything new in a conclusion)
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