Grammar ‘Cheat Sheet’

Commit the following to memory – it will help you in the future!


Linking Verbs:

These are only used by themselves… not with another verb, then it becomes part of a verb phrase (helping or auxiliary) –or rather an action verb and the Linking Verb aspect disappears.
Am

Are

Is

Was

Were

Be

Being

Been

Become

Became

Seems

Appears

Looks

Feels

Tastes

Sounds

(There are a couple more, but used rarely as linking verbs, this will do for most assignments)

Articles:

There are only three – they indicate definite or indefinite aspects of a noun.

A       (Indefinite)   A cat.     (could be any cat)

An     (Indefinite)  An owl.  (could be any owl)

The   (definite)      The dog. (can only be the one dog)

Conjunctions

These join compound parts.  There are two types.

The most common are Coordinating Conjunctions.

They work alone:

And     The dog and cat ran in the yard.

But      The cat ran under the fence, but the dog ran          around the fence.

Or       The dog or cat made a mess in the kitchen.
The other type is called Correlative Conjunctions.  These work in partnership:

Both, and       Both the cat and the dog played.
Neither, nor   Neither the cat nor the dog played.
Either, or       Either the cat or the dog made a mess.
Not only, but also        Not only did the cat make a mess, but also the dog.
Yes, there are a few more, but these are the most common.

Prepositions:

These are used commonly in phrase form to add information to a noun or a verb in a sentence.  They generally give more detail or give an idea of where the noun is spatially.  A Prepositional Phrase begins with the Preposition and ends with a noun.  (Watch out for infinitives – starting with the preposition of ‘to’ plus a verb).  These are the most common prepositions that you will encounter:
	About
	Behind
	From
	Outside
	With 

	Above
	Below
	In
	Over
	Within

	Across
	Beneath
	Inside
	Past
	without

	After
	Beside
	Into
	Through
	As of

	Against
	Between
	Near
	To
	Because of

	Along
	Beyond
	Of
	Toward
	Apart from 

	Among
	By
	Off
	Under
	In addition to

	Around
	Down
	On
	Underneath
	Instead of

	At
	During
	Onto
	Until
	On account of

	before
	For
	out
	Up
	According to


The car is behind the building.  The car went off the building.
The car is in the building.  The car is beyond the building.  The car parked next to the building.  The car went under the…
 - okay, you get the idea.

Yes, there are quite a few and there are still more than what is listed.  Again, these are the most common – learn them.

Pronouns

These take the place of a noun and function just like one as a subject, direct object, or object of a preposition.

	Subject
	Object
	Possessive

	I
	Me
	My

	He
	Him
	His

	She
	Her
	Hers

	We
	Us
	Ours

	They 
	Them
	Their (s)

	You
	You
	Your

	It
	It
	Its


I threw the ball.
Jake and I will play catch.  He and I will play catch.


The subject form controls the verb.  

Jake will throw the ball to me. 


The object form is controlled by the verb.

Jake will throw the ball to you and me.  

(When using compound pronouns, drop one out to ensure the correct choice.)  He will play catch.   I will play catch.  – or –

Jake will throw the ball to me.  Jake will throw the ball to you.
Adjectives

An adjective is a describing word, the main syntactic role of which is to qualify a noun or noun phrase, giving more information about the object signified.
Here are some of the more common adjectives:


Adverbs

An adverb is a word or phrase that modifies or qualifies an adjective, verb, or other adverb or a word group, expressing a relation of place, time, circumstance, manner, cause, degree, etc.
Adverbs perform a wide variety of functions, which makes it difficult to treat them as a single, unified category. Adverbs normally carry out these functions by answering questions such as:

When? She always arrives early.

How? He drives carefully.

Where? They go everywhere together.

In what way? She eats slowly.

To what extent? It is terribly hot.
Many times an adverb is noted by ending in –ly

Here are some of the more common adverbs:


You get the idea. An adjective is any word that describes a noun or another adjective.





agreeable


brave


calm


delightful


eager


faithful


gentle


happy


jolly


kind


lively


nice


obedient


proud


relieved


silly


thankful


victorious


witty


zealous 


boiling


breeze


broken


bumpy


chilly


cold


cool


creepy


crooked


cuddly


curly


damaged


damp


dirty


dry


ancient


brief 


early


fast


late











good


new


first


last


long


great


little


own


other


old


right


big


high


different


small


large


next


early


young


important


few


public


bad


same


able


red


orange


yellow


green


blue


purple


gray


black


white


dusty


filthy


flaky


fluffy


freezing


hot








big


colossal


fat


gigantic


great


huge


immense


large


little


mammoth


massive


miniature


petite


puny


scrawny


short


small


tall


teeny


teeny-tiny


tiny


broad


chubby


crooked


curved


deep


flat


high


hollow


low


narrow


round


shallow


skinny


square


steep


straight


wide


warm


wet











when


never


really


most


again


where


right


always


today


far


long


yet


ever


however


almost


later


much


once


least


ago


together


already


enough


maybe


actually


probably


perhaps


else


finally


better


early


especially


either


quite








abruptly


boldly


carefully


deliberately


excitedly


financially


horribly


mildly


openly


poorly


quickly


sadly


terribly


willingly


yearly


briskly


cheerfully


expectantly


randomly


willingly


absolutely


certain


completely


heartily


almost


enough


so


too


quite


rather


very


really








after


always


before


later


now


today


yesterday


everywhere


here


inside


there


underground


upstairs 


up


so


out


just


now


how


then


more


also


here


well


only


very


even


back


there 


down


still


as











