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First Invasion: The War of 1812
History Channel   DVD

Before the war, Americans were connected or “intertwined  
1. 
by one thread,” which was...

2. What was the impressment of Americans?

3. Madison was the first U.S. President to ask Congress to declare war on June 1, 1812. What three reasons did he give?

•

•

•

4. The war probably should never have started. How did the slow communication system of 1812 cause the war to happen?

5. What did we do to get around the fact that we had virtually no navy?
                                    



OVER....>>>
6. The USS Constitution (ship) helped us win our first battle.  What nickname did the ship earn and why?
7. Why wasn’t the capital of the U.S. defended?

8. How was Dolley Madison courageous and heroic?

9. What unforeseeable event after the burning of Washington left the British army with many casualties and forced them, battered and bewildered, to withdraw back to Maryland?

10. How did President Madison react to the burning of Washington?

